
Major boost for School science in the West 

Norfolk’s Teacher Scientist Network1 will open its first Kit Club Satellite Centre managed and hosted by Litcham High School on Thursday 26th June. The TSN Kit Club which started as half-a-dozen kits leant to a select handful of schools, now provides free-to-loan science resources for over 140 registered schools across Norfolk & Suffolk. The satellite centre at Litcham High School has come about as a result of the schools ‘specialist science college2 status’ and will be managed by their Science College coordinator, Mrs Liz Ridge, who is also a member of the TSN Steering group.

“The growth of the TSN Kit Club over the last 3 years both in terms of the number of kits we offer and demand from schools has been phenomenal. For a long time now I have wanted TSN to engage more with schools in the West of the county and Litcham hosting this satellite centre will allow us to start doing this” commented Dr. Phil Smith, coordinator of TSN and recently awarded the MBE for services to science education for his work with TSN, the pioneering science education charity hosted by the John Innes Centre.

Access to TSN’s Kit Club is free for all schools, boosting a teacher’s ability to run investigative science activities with the whole class. Liz Ridge explained the rationale behind Litcham’s involvement with the project,  “Part of my role is to enrich and support the science in our primary cluster schools and I thought extending the range of the TSN Kit Club in this way, which is a great resource for school, was an excellent way of doing this ” 

Enthusiastic teachers are the guiding light behind TSN (with its teacher dominated Steering Group) and Phil is quick to acknowledge both Liz’s involvement in the project and the TSN resources officer, Carol Hince (herself an ex-teacher) who has put together the first 9 kits for the satellite centre3. “Its great that so many schools borrow our kits, and this venture will build upon the success of our Kit Courier scheme, were several members of the public help get our kits out to more distant schools (EDP, 12/04/07).  The downside of our popularity is that it reflects how under-resourced our schools are, particularly rural primary schools and we hope the TSN Satellite Kit Club at Litcham High School can really benefit teachers across West Norfolk boosting effective, hands-on, practical science”

When & Where

Local schools and media are invited to the launch of the TSN Kit Club satellite centre at Litcham High School (Church Lane, Litcham, Norfolk, PE32 2NS) between 15:45 and 17:00 on Thursday 26th June to get hands-on with the Kits3 and take one back to school before the end of term.

 
For further information contact Phil Smith, phil.smith@bbsrc.ac.uk, 01603 450304.

Notes for editors

1. Further details about The Teacher Scientist Network at http://www.tsn.org.uk Any teacher/school who wishes to sign-up for the Kit Club should contact the TSN directly, phil.smith@bbsrc.ac.uk (01603 450304). 


2. Details about Specialist Schools Status can be found on the Specialist Schools and Academies Trust website, http://www.specialistschools.org.uk/newsroom/default.aspa
3. Kits cover the following topics: Forces; Habitats; Magnets & Springs; Magnification; Materials; Rocks & Soils; Sound; Seeds & Fruits; Teeth
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